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Joaquin Fermandois, “The Rise of the Union between Theory and Praxis:
Chilean Communism in the Cold War (1934-1990),” in Words of Power, the
Power of Words. The Twentieth-Century Communist Discourse in International
Perspective, ed. Giulia Bassi (Edizioni Universita di Trieste, 2019), 340.

By the 1920s, most Chilean labor unions officially declared themselves to be
Communist or anarcho-syndicalist. See: Peter DeShazo, “The Valparaiso
Maritime Strike of 1903 and the Development of a Revolutionary Labor
Movement in Chile,” Journal of Latin American Studies 11, no. 1 (1979): 145—
. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022216X0002233168,

Luis Emilio Recabarren, “La Rusia Obrera y Campesina: Algo de Lo Visto En
Una Visita a Moscu,” Santiago de Chile, 1923,

. https://www.marxists.org/espanol/recabarren/1923/rusia-obrera.htm

Alan Angell, Politics and the Labour Movement in Chile (Oxford University Press
for the Royal Institute of International Affairs, 1972), 88.

Angell recalls: “The social and political cohesion of the mining communities
impressed me forcefully in the 1960s when | met the coal miners of Lota and
Coronel, where it was obvious that the social fabric of the area rested on a
combination of the miners’ union and the PCCh.” Alan Angell, “A Classic on the
Never-Ending Debate on the Allende Years,” Journal on Social History and
Literature in Latin America 12, no. 2 (2015): 422-37.
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On this topic, | highly recommend the excellent book by Jody Pavilack, Mining
for the Nation: The Politics of Chile’s Coal Communities from the Popular Front
to the Cold War (Pennsylvania State University Press, 2009).

Angell, Politics and the Labour Movement in Chile, 218.

The left wing of the Socialist Party was much more skeptical of the electoral
road to socialism, especially in the wake of the Cuban Revolution.

For a classic study on Chile’s dialectical process of “revolution from above” and
“revolution from below,” see: Peter Winn, Weavers of Revolution: The Yarur
Workers and Chile’s Road to Socialism (Oxford Univ. Press, 1986); Certainly,
the Communist Party’s strategy of compromise is not above critique. The violent
fall of the Unidad Popular in 1973 and the ensuing massacre of thousands of
workers unquestioningly represented a major failure of this strategy. For one
thorough critique of Chile’s “peaceful road to socialism,” founded on a strategy
of building broad cross-class coalitions, see: Gabriel Smirnow, The Revolution
Disarmed: Chile, 1970-1973 (Monthly Review Press, 1979). There are many,
many others.

See: Karin Alejandra Rosemblatt, Gendered Compromises: Political Cultures
and the State in Chile, 1920-1950 (University of North Carolina Press, 2000);
Pavilack, Mining for the Nation; Edward Murphy, For a Proper Home: Housing
Rights in the Margins of Urban Chile, 1960-2010 (University of Pittsburgh Press,
2015).

It should be noted, though, that after entering the Unidad Popular government in
1970, government officials in the PCCh shifted into a more moderate position in
no longer endorsing extra-legal land seizures, wanting to respect the official
policy of the UP by remaining within the bounds of existing law. See: Murphy,
For a Proper Home, 80, 116.
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For a beautiful account of the role of music and the arts in the Chilean Left pre-
1973, see: Joan Jara, Victor: An Unfinished Song (Vintage/Ebury, 1983),

. Internet Archiveavailable to borrow on the

Fermandois, “The Rise of the Union between Theory and Praxis: Chilean
Communism in the Cold War (1934-1990),” 349; For more on the everyday
Alfonso experiences of Chilean Communists during the twentieth century, see:
, "Exemplary Comrades: The Public and Private Life of Communists in Salgado
Twentieth-Century Chile” (Columbia University, 2016).
Rolando Alvarez Vallejos, Desde las sombras. Una historia de la clandestinidad
comunista (1973-1980) (LOM Ediciones, 2003).
For a discussion of foreign left anti-communist influence on the internal affairs of
the Chilean Left during the dictatorship, which helped exacerbate sectarian
tensions, see: Kim Christiaens, “The Difficult Quest for Chilean Allies:
International Labor Solidarity Campaigns for Chile in the 1970s and 1980s,” in
European Solidarity with Chile- 1970s — 1980s, ed. Kim Christiaens, et al. (Peter
. https://doi.org/10.3726/978-3-653-04659-5/12 .ang, 2014),
Fermandois, “The Rise of the Union between Theory and Praxis: Chilean
Communism in the Cold War (1934-1990),” 356.

Paul W. Drake, Labor Movements and Dictatorships: The Southern Cone in

Comparative Perspective (Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996), 141.

Rodrigo Araya Gomez, Organizaciones Sindicales En Chile: De La Resistencia
a La Politica de Los Consensos (1983-1994) (Ediciones Universidad Finis
Terrae, 2015).

The Communist Party’s recent integration into formal politics, following about
twenty-five years on the left-wing margins, is reminiscent of the PCCh’s
experience with the Popular Front strategy during the Second World War. In this
period, the PCCh entered into a pact with the centrist Radical Party following a

time of ultra-left isolation during the Third Period. Though the era of Popular
37
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Front coalitional governance came to a crushing end with the onset of the Cold
War and the banning of the PCCh under the “Law for the Defense of
Democracy,” the Popular Front period was a formative time for the PCCh. It
increased its geographic reach, organizational power, and influence among
various social classes, and cemented its dominance in the labor movement.
This influence did not wane significantly even with the banning of the PCCh in
1948. Furthermore, concrete experience in government was critical for
Communist political leaders who would go on to develop and lead the FRAP and
Unidad Popular projects in the 1960s and 70s. It is too early to say whether the
PCCh’s recent integration into formal politics will have a similar effect on the
PCCh’s ability to effectively organize and lead a new socialist movement in
Chile. For more on the Popular Front see: Andrew Barnard, “Chilean
Communists, Radical Presidents and Chilean Relations with the United States,
1940-1947,” Journal of Latin American Studies 13, no. 2 (1981): 347-74; also
see: Jody Pavilack, Mining for the Nation: The Politics of Chile’s Coal
Communities from the Popular Front to the Cold War (Pennsylvania State

University Press, 2009).
Joaquin Jorquera, “Will a Communist Be Chile’s next President?,” RedFlag.Org,
https://redflag.org.au/article/will-a-communist-be-chiles-next-August 31, 2025,

. president
by Claudio Aguayo did presage this problem for pieceThough a February 2021

the constitutional process. See that essay also for an insightful discussion of the

PCCh'’s role before and during the 2019 uprising.
The constitutional convention delegate elections were set up so that candidates
could run on an “Independent list” or a “Party list.” Out of 155 convention
delegates, 48 electeds ran on the Independent list, while another 40 ran as
Independents through lists associated with a political party without being

formally affiliated with that party. See: Tom Ginsburg and Isabel Alvarez, “It's the
38
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Procedures, Stupid: The Success and Failures of Chile’s Constitutional
Convention,” Global Constitutionalism 13, no. 1 (2024): 189,
. https://doi.org/10.1017/S2045381723000242

The decision to put Jara up as the PCCh’s nominee for the Left presidential

primary, as opposed to Jadue, was itself extremely contentious within the party.
Though Jara secured the party’s nomination, Jadue retains strong support
among rank-and-file party members. His wing won a majority on the PCCh’s

Jara’s selection as the that claims RecentCentral Committee in 2024.

presidential nominee signals the PCCh’s “eurocommunist” political
transformation are dubious at best.

My own view is that the PCCh as a whole should be wary of Jara’s moderating
tendency: my argument in this piece is that the Party has weathered the rise and
fall of Latin America’s pink tide into this much more politically-polarized moment
precisely because it has resisted the urge to abandon core principles for the
sake of political expediency.

The Communist Party has indeed adopted a broad definition of the working
class since the return to democracy in this way. See: José Ignacio Ponce and
Rolando Alvarez Vallejos, “;,Comunismo después del fin del comunismo? La
politica sindical del Partido Comunista de Chile en la postdictadura chilena
(1990-2010),” Nuestra Historia, 2016.
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